Heparin-induced thrombosis treated with ancrod.
Heparin used in the treatment of thromboembolic disease may produce an immune response in the patient, leading to thrombocytopenia and even thrombosis. These complications may arise at any time after the institution of heparin therapy. The authors report a case of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia with thrombosis in a 70-year-old woman. The complication was treated successfully with thrombectomy and the administration of warfarin and ancrod, which is a natural fibrinolytic agent. The nature of heparin-induced thrombosis and the mechanism of action of ancrod are discussed. The authors emphasize that all patients receiving heparin therapy should be closely monitored to detect hematologic disorders and to prevent their sequelae. Ancrod provides a reasonable therapeutic option if thrombosis does occur.